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I. INTRODUCTION 1 

 2 

The Energy Facility Siting Council (Council) issues this order in accordance with Oregon Revised 3 

Statute (ORS) 469.405 and Oregon Administrative Rule (OAR) 345-027-0400 for Request for 4 

Amendment 5 to Transfer Ownership of the Certificate Holder of the Summit Ridge Wind Farm 5 

Site Certificate (Request for Amendment to Transfer or RFA5). This order addresses a change in 6 

the certificate holder owner; the existing certificate holder, Summit Ridge Wind, LLC, would be 7 

maintained. Specifically, this order addresses a request to transfer certificate holder ownership 8 

from Pattern Renewables 2 LP (certificate holder owner and parent company) to Aypa Power 9 

LLC (new owner).  10 

 11 

Pursuant to OAR 345-027-0400(1), “A request for amendment to a site certificate to transfer 12 

the site certificate is required for a transaction that results in a change in the ownership, 13 

possession or control of the facility or the certificate holder. A “new owner” refers to the 14 

person or entity that will gain ownership, possession or control of the facility or the certificate 15 

holder.” 16 

 17 

I.A. Name and Address of Certificate Holder 18 

 19 

The certificate holder, certificate holder owner and contact names, as represented in the 20 

existing site certificate, are as follows: 21 

 22 

Certificate Holder  23 

 24 

Steve Ostrowski (contact) 25 

Summit Ridge Wind, LLC 26 

c/o Pattern Renewables 2 LP 27 

Pier 1, Bay 3 28 

San Francisco, CA 94111 29 

 30 

Certificate Holder Owner 31 

 32 

Kevin Wetzel (contact) 33 

Pattern Renewables 2 LP 34 

a subsidiary of Pattern Energy Group 2 LP 35 

Pier 1, Bay 3 36 

San Francisco, CA 94111 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 
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I.B. Name and Address of New Owner  1 

 2 

The new owner and contact name is as follows: 3 

 4 

Mohammad Haj-Abed (contact) 5 

Aypa Power LLC 6 

50 Fountain Plaza, Suite 1400, PMB #327 7 

Buffalo, NY 14202 8 

 9 

I.C. Description of the Approved Facility and Location 10 

 11 

The Summit Ridge Wind Farm (facility) is an approved wind energy generation facility with a 12 

peak generating capacity of up to 194.4 megawatts (MW) of electricity. Construction of the 13 

facility commenced in August 2020 including substantial modifications to an existing road to be 14 

used to access wind turbine strings (i.e., a related or supporting facility).1 The facility is 15 

approved to include up to 72 wind turbines (maximum blade-tip height of 499 feet; minimum 16 

blade tip height of 59 feet) as well as related or supporting facilities including: up to 49 miles of 17 

above and belowground 34.5 kilovolt (kV) collector lines (power collection system), a step-up 18 

collector substation, an approximately 8-mile 230 kV transmission line on wooden H-frame 19 

structures extending up to 70 feet in height, a Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition system, 20 

an Operation and Maintenance building, up to 3 meteorological towers, access roads, 21 

temporary roadway modifications, and additional temporary construction areas.  22 

 23 

The facility site is located approximately 17 miles southeast of The Dalles and 8 miles east of 24 

Dufur, Oregon. The facility site boundary includes 25,000 acres of privately-owned land in the 25 

Exclusive Farm Use zone in Wasco County, Oregon, as presented in Figure 1: Regional Location 26 

of Facility Site Boundary.2 Within the site boundary, the certificate holder has approval to site 27 

facility components within 11,000 acres of micrositing corridor area.328 

 
1 Related or supporting facilities are “as defined in ORS 469.300.” ORS 469.300 states that related or supporting 
facilities means “any structure, proposed by the applicant, to be constructed or substantially modified in 
connection with the construction of an energy facility, including associated transmission lines, reservoirs, storage 
facilities, intake structure, road and rail access, pipelines, barge basins, office or public buildings, and commercial 
and industrial structures.” (OAR 345-001-0010(50)) 
2 Site boundary means, “the perimeter of the site of a proposed energy facility, its related or supporting facilities, 
all temporary laydown and staging areas and all corridors and micrositing corridors proposed by the applicant.” 
(OAR 345-001-0010(54)) 
3 Micrositing corridor means, “a continuous area of land within which construction of facility components may 
occur, subject to site certificate conditions.” (OAR 345-001-0010(32)) 
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Figure 1: Regional Location of Facility Site Boundary 
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I.D. Site Certificate History 1 

 2 

The Council issued its Final Order on the ASC and granted a site certificate for the Summit Ridge 3 

Wind Farm on August 19, 2011. The Council issued its Final Order on Amendment 1 and granted 4 

an amended site certificate on August 7, 2015, which approved a construction timeline 5 

extension and allowed flexibility in turbine layout and design. The Council issued its Final Order 6 

on Amendment 2 and granted a second amended site certificate on November 4, 2016, which 7 

approved a transfer of certificate holder ownership, a construction timeline extension, 8 

flexibility in turbine layout and design, and authorized a variance to a road setback requirement 9 

for 17 wind turbines. The Council issued its Final Order on Amendment 3 and granted a third 10 

amended site certificate on December 15, 2017, which approved a transfer of certificate holder 11 

ownership to the current certificate holder owner and parent company, Pattern Renewables 2 12 

LP.  The Council issued its Final Order on Amendment 4 and granted a fourth amended site 13 

certificate on August 23, 2019, which approved a construction timeline extension.   14 
 15 

II. THE TRANSFER PROCESS 16 

 17 

II.A. Description of the Transfer Request 18 

 19 

In Request for Amendment 5 to Transfer Certificate Holder Ownership, the certificate holder 20 

and new owner request a site certificate transfer to reflect the change in certificate holder 21 

ownership from Pattern Renewables 2 LP to Aypa Power LLC, a subsidiary of Blackstone Energy 22 

Partners. Request for Amendment 5 represents the third request to transfer certificate holder 23 

ownership requested by the certificate holder. 24 

 25 

II.B. Procedural History  26 

 27 

On July 8, 2020, prior to transfer of certificate holder ownership, a conference call was 28 

conducted with the Oregon Department of Energy (Department) and representatives of Aypa 29 

Power LLC and Summit Ridge Wind, LLC to discuss the potential sale and transfer of ownership 30 

of the certificate holder, in accordance with Condition 2.10 (OAR 345-025-0006(15)).4 On 31 

August 21, 2020, prior to receipt of Request for Amendment 5 to Transfer, the Department 32 

received notice from Aypa Power LLC Chief Executive Officer Mohammad Haj-Abed of an 33 

August 3, 2020 sale of Summit Ridge Wind Farm, including the sale of ownership of all 34 

membership interests in Summit Ridge Wind, LLC to Aypa Power LLC.5 On September 14, 2020, 35 

the certificate holder and new owner jointly submitted Request for Amendment 5 to Transfer, 36 

seeking Council approval of a change in certificate holder ownership for the Summit Ridge Wind 37 

Farm Site Certificate.  38 

 39 

 
4 SRWAMD5 Staff Confirmation of Transfer Notification on July 8, 2020 2020-08-26. 
5 Condition 2.10 of the site certificate requires that the certificate holder, prior to any transfer of ownership of the 
facility or ownership of the certificate holder, inform the Department of the proposed new owners. 
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On September 30, 2020, the Department issued Public Notice of Request for Amendment 5 to 1 

Transfer to all persons on the Council’s general mailing list, the special mailing list established 2 

for the facility, an updated list of property owners supplied by the new owner, and reviewing 3 

agencies as defined in OAR 345-001-0010(52). The notice initiated a comment period on the 4 

transfer request and provided a date and time of the Transfer Hearing, as required for site 5 

certificate transfers pursuant to OAR 345-027-0400(7). The notice provided an “anticipated” 6 

deadline for submission of comments and date of transfer hearing of November 20, 2020, later 7 

updated to November 19, 2020 based on finalization of the November 19-20, 2020 Council 8 

meeting agenda. The Department provided notice of the updated comment deadline and 9 

transfer hearing date on October 30, 2020 via the Department’s project webpage for the 10 

Summit Ridge Wind Farm, as indicated in the notice, and on November 9, 2020 via distribution 11 

and website posting of the Council meeting agenda.6  12 

 13 

The comment period ran from September 30 through November 19, 2020. On November 19, 14 

Friends of the Columbia Gorge, Oregon Wild and Central Oregon LandWatch (Commenters) 15 

provided written comments. During its November 19, 2020 meeting, Council conducted a 16 

Transfer Hearing on the Request for Transfer for the Summit Ridge Wind Farm Site Certificate 17 

where oral comments were received from Commenters and Ms. Irene Gilbert. Following the 18 

Transfer Hearing, Council received a staff presentation on the details of the transfer request, 19 

including the Department’s recommendations as presented in a November 16, 2020 staff 20 

report (presented in the format of a draft order) and, based on the extent and timing of 21 

comments received, continued their review to the next regularly scheduled Council meeting.  22 

 23 

Review of the request for amendment to transfer was continued to the December 18, 2020 24 

Council meeting. At that meeting, Council received a staff presentation on issues raised in 25 

written and oral comments received during the comment period, which are further evaluated 26 

in Section II.C. Comments on the Transfer Request below. Following review of the transfer 27 

request and comments received, Council approved the Final Order on the Request for Transfer 28 

and granted issuance of a fifth amended site certificate.  29 

 30 

II.C. Comments on the Transfer Request  31 

 32 

Commenters raised four discrete issues, which are evaluated below.  33 

 34 

 
6 On the record of the November 19, 2020 Transfer Hearing, Ms. Gilbert expressed concerns that the September 
30, 2020 Public Notice identified a November 20, 2020 comment deadline and transfer hearing date, which was 
not accurately reflected in the staff reports to Council for Agenda Item B (i.e. materials provided to Council in 
support of their review at the November 19-20, 2020 Council meeting of the Summit Ridge Wind Farm Request for 
Amendment 5 to Transfer). This order describes the language of the notice, includes a copy of the notice as 
Attachment A and describes the Department’s process and timing of finalizing the comment deadline and transfer 
hearing date. SRWAMD5 EFSC Meeting Audio File Day 1 mp3. 2020-11-19-20. 
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1. The RFA5 is incomplete and must be denied because Aypa failed to include in the RFA5 1 

“the expected date of the transaction” for the transfer of the parent ownership from 2 

Pattern to Aypa, as required by OAR 345-027-0400(4). 3 

 4 

Commenters assert that because RFA5 does not include “the expected date of the transaction,” 5 

Council must deny the request to transfer ownership of the certificate holder from Pattern 6 

Renewables 2 LP to Aypa Power LLC.  7 

 8 

OAR 345-027-0400(4) requires that the new owner “submit a written request” that includes, “if 9 

known, the expected date of transaction.” In this instance, the transaction occurred on August 10 

3, 2020, prior to submittal of RFA5, as documented in RFA5 Attachment 3 in letters of written 11 

consent executed by Aypa Power LLC. The Department was informed of the expected 12 

transaction on July 8, 2020, via conference call, and on August 21, 2020, received written notice 13 

from Aypa Power LLC Chief Executive Officer Mohammad Haj-Abed of an August 3, 2020 sale of 14 

Summit Ridge Wind Farm, including the sale of ownership of all membership interests in 15 

Summit Ridge Wind, LLC to Aypa Power LLC. Council recognizes that the September 14, 2020 16 

cover letter to RFA5 does not specifically state that the date of transaction was August 3, 2020, 17 

but considers that the information provided in RFA5 Attachment 3 can reasonably be used to 18 

inform the reader that the transaction occurred on August 3, 2020. Council rejects 19 

Commenters’ recommendation that the transfer be denied on the basis that RFA5 did not 20 

expressly state the date of transaction because that omission does not preclude Council from 21 

making the findings required by OAR 345-027-0400(8) to approve the request for amendment 22 

to transfer the site certificate. 23 

 24 

2. Because Aypa was prohibited by OAR 345-027-0400(3) from constructing the Project 25 

before an amended site certificate approving the proposed transfer becomes effective, 26 

construction of the Project could not have been, and was not, lawfully commenced. As a 27 

result, the Site Certificate has expired and must be terminated. 28 

 29 

Commenters assert that because the transfer occurred on August 3, 2020 and construction is 30 

documented as having commenced on August 6, 2020, that the new owner fails to comply with 31 

OAR 345-027-0400(3), which states, “The new owner may not construct or operate the facility 32 

until an amended site certificate as described in section (10) of this rule or a temporary 33 

amended site certificate as described in section (11) of this rule becomes effective.” 34 

Commenters assert that therefore the site certificate has expired and must be terminated.  35 

 36 

At the transfer hearing, in response to this issue, the certificate holder’s Special Counsel, Sarah 37 

Stauffer-Curtiss of Stoel Rives LLP described that the transfer request is specific to a change in 38 

certificate holder owner, not the certificate holder, and confirmed that for this facility, it is the 39 

certificate holder that commenced construction (as documented by the contract provided to 40 

the Department between Summit Ridge Wind LLC and Crestline, the contractor contracted for 41 

Phase 1 construction). Ms. Stauffer-Curtiss confirmed that the existing certificate holder owner, 42 

Pattern Renewables 2LP, remains responsible as certificate holder owner, until the transfer 43 
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request is approved by Council. Ms. Stauffer-Curtiss also referred to OAR 345-027-0400(3), 1 

which states that, “a transaction that would require a transfer of the site certificate. . . does not 2 

terminate the transferor’s duties and obligations under the site certificate until the Council 3 

approves a request for amendment to transfer.”  4 

 5 

In addition, documentation related to facility construction commencement activities was 6 

submitted by Steve Ostrowski, certificate holder contact, and when external individuals were 7 

included on emails, included Kevin Wetzel, certificate holder owner contact for Pattern 8 

Renewables 2 LP. The Council finds that construction has and is being conducted by the existing 9 

certificate holder, Summit Ridge Wind LLC, and has continued to include the existing certificate 10 

holder owner, Pattern Renewables 2 LP, in the process. Pattern Renewables 2 LP remains the 11 

certificate holder owner for purposes of the site certificate until approved otherwise by Council. 12 

For these reasons, Council rejects Commenters’ recommendation that the site certificate be 13 

terminated. 14 

 15 

3. Because Aypa has failed to demonstrate “a reasonable likelihood of obtaining a bond or 16 

letter of credit in a form and amount satisfactory to the Council to restore the site to a 17 

useful, non-hazardous condition,” as required by OAR 345-022-0050(2), the RFA5 must 18 

be denied. 19 

 20 

Commenters assert that the new owner’s financial assurance letter obtained from Royal Bank 21 

of Canada does not provide sufficient evidence because it does not address, or make specific 22 

reference to, an agreement to utilize Council’s preapproved letter of credit or bond forms. 23 

Commenters also assert that the financial assurance letter references $12.019 million dollars 24 

but makes no reference to the quarter and year of the calculated decommissioning amount and 25 

therefore, based on inflationary increases, from 4th Qtr 2018 to current dollars, is not sufficient 26 

for representing a reasonable likelihood of the new owner’s ability to secure a bond or letter of 27 

credit in an amount and form satisfactory to Council. Commenters contend that, due to these 28 

circumstances, there is not sufficient evidence of compliance with OAR 345-022-0050(2) and 29 

Council must, therefore, deny RFA5.  30 

 31 

As is typical in Council review, letters from financial institutions provided as supportive 32 

evidence for Council to find that a certificate holder or new owner demonstrates a reasonable 33 

likelihood of securing a bond or letter of credit under the Retirement and Financial Assurance 34 

standard are comfort letters. There are no specific statements that have to be included in the 35 

comfort letters, such as an affirmation to use a preapproved form. Comfort letters are often 36 

provided and referenced in support of Council findings of compliance, but are not the sole or 37 

primary basis for findings of compliance. Additionally, Council does not consider the fact that 38 

the Royal Bank of Canada letter provided in RFA5 Attachment 6 references only the bond 39 

amount, without reference to 4th Qtr 2018 dollars, to represent a significant deficiency because, 40 

based on the Department’s analysis, the inflated value of $12.019 million in 4th Qtr 2020 dollars 41 

is approximately $12.355 million in 4th Qtr 2020, equivalent to an approximately 3 percent 42 
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increase. This difference is hardly one that would nullify the evidence represented by the 1 

comfort letter.   2 

 3 

In addition to the comfort letter, RFA5 Attachment 1 provides a certification that following the 4 

upstream change in its direct ownership from Pattern Renewables 2 LP to Aypa Power LLC the 5 

certificate holder will continue to abide by all terms and conditions of the site certificate 6 

currently in effect. Council’s mandatory condition under OAR 345-025-0006(8) requires that a 7 

certificate holder submit a bond or letter of credit in a form and amount satisfactory to Council. 8 

This mandatory condition is reflected in Condition 14.1 of the Summit Ridge Wind Farm Site 9 

Certificate, which requires that the certificate holder submit a bond or letter of credit based on 10 

an approved amount of $12.019 (4th Qtr 2018 dollars) or adjusted based on final design by 11 

applying previously approved units and general costs, further adjusted for inflation. Based on 12 

the comfort letter and the certification to abide by all terms and conditions of the site 13 

certificate, Council rejects Commenters recommendation that the transfer be denied. 14 

 15 

4. The Council is prohibited by OAR 345-027-0400(9) from adopting the Draft Final Order 16 

and from approving the Draft Fifth Amended Site Certificate  17 

 18 

Commenters assert that Council is prohibited under OAR 345-027-0400(9) from amending site 19 

certificate conditions through the amendment to transfer process, and asserts that the 20 

Department’s proposed condition amendments as presented in a November 16, 2020 draft 21 

Final Order are beyond the scope of the transfer process. Council agrees that OAR 345-027-22 

0400(9) prohibits Council from changing site certificate conditions through the transfer process. 23 

The Council believes the majority of the language previously recommended by the Department 24 

constituted clarifications rather than changes to existing conditions relevant to Council’s 25 

Organizational Expertise Standard (345-022-0010), but does not believe those clarifications 26 

were necessary to approve the requested transfer. Council does agree that some of the 27 

Department’s recommended condition language was not directly related to the standards the 28 

Council reviews when analyzing a transfer request and therefore should not be included.  29 

 30 

As presented in Section III of this order, the Council finds that the new owner has provided 31 

sufficient evidence to support approval of the transfer under OAR 345-027-0400(8)(a) (i.e., that 32 

the new owner complies with 345-022-0010, 345-022-0050) without including any of the 33 

condition language the Department suggested prior to the November Council meeting. Council 34 

also affirms that if changes to conditions were necessary to make the findings required under 35 

OAR 345-027-0400(8), the appropriate process for review would be the Type A or B 36 

amendment process. 37 

 38 

III. EVALUATION OF TRANSFER REQUEST AND APPLICABLE COUNCIL STANDARDS 39 
 40 

Under OAR 345-027-0400(8), the Council may approve a transfer of the site certificate if the 41 

Council finds that: 42 

 43 
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(a) The new owner complies with the Council standards described in OAR 345-022-0010, 1 

345-022-0050 and, if applicable, OAR 345-024-0710(1); and 2 

(b) The new owner is or will be lawfully entitled to possession or control of the site or the 3 

facility described in the site certificate. 4 

 5 

The evaluation of OAR 345-027-0400(8)(a) is presented in Section III.A. Organizational Expertise 6 

and III.B. Retirement and Financial Assurance of this order; OAR 345-024-0710(1), Monetary 7 

Path Payment Requirement is related to the Carbon Standard and does not apply to wind 8 

energy generation facilities and therefore is not evaluated in this order. 9 

 10 

Possession or Control of the Site, Facility or Certificate Holder [OAR 345-027-0400(8)(b)] 11 

 12 

To approve a transfer of the site certificate, the Council must find that the new owner is 13 

lawfully entitled to possession or control of the site or the facility described in the site 14 

certificate. To evaluate whether the new owner is lawfully entitled to possession or control of 15 

the site or facility, OAR 345-027-0400(5) states, “The Department may require the new owner 16 

to submit a written statement from the current certificate holder..verifying the new owner’s 17 

right, subject to the provisions of ORS Chapter 469 and the rules of this chapter, to possession 18 

or control of the site or the facility.  19 

 20 

Request for Amendment 5, Attachment 3 (“Letter of Authorization”) includes an Action by 21 

Consent, dated August 3, 2020, , which states the Company (Summit Ridge Wind, LLC) is party 22 

to an Amended and Restated Site Lease Agreement granting it the exclusive right to use the 23 

Property for the Wind Project Attachment 5 also provides a legal opinion letter dated 24 

September 11, 2020 from the certificate holder’s special counsel, Stoel Rives LLP. The legal 25 

opinion indicates that certified copies of the Articles of Organization of Summit Ridge Wind, LLC 26 

as certificate holder, as amended as of September 10, 2020, and a copy of the Third Amended 27 

and Restated Operating Agreement of Certificate Holder, dated as of August 3, 2020, were 28 

examined (referred to as “Documents”).7 Based on examination of these Documents, Stoel 29 

Rives LLP states that “subject to the Certificate Holder’s meeting all the requirements of any 30 

applicable federal, state and local laws (including all the rules and regulations promulgated 31 

thereunder), the Certificate Holder has the legal authority to construct and operate the Summit 32 

Ridge Project without violating the Documents.” Based on the Letter of Authorization, Legal 33 

Opinion letter and information in RFA5 regarding Aypa Power LLC direct ownership of Summit 34 

Ridge Wind, LLC, the Council finds that the new owner is lawfully entitled to possession or 35 

control of the site and Summit Ridge Wind Farm facility.  36 

 37 

Certification [OAR 345-027-0400(4)] 38 

To request an amendment to transfer a site certificate, the new owner must provide a 39 

certification that it agrees to abide by all the terms and conditions of the site certificate to be 40 

 
7 SRWAMD5. Request for Amendment to Transfer Attachment 2 Articles of Incorporation. 2020-09-14. 
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transferred. Request for Amendment 5 to Transfer Attachment 1 includes a certification 1 

executed on September 13, 2020 by Aypa Power LLC Chief Executive Officer Mohammad Haj-2 

Abed stating that following the upstream change in its direct ownership from Pattern 3 

Renewables 2 LP to Aypa Power LLC, Summit Ridge would continue to abide by all of the terms 4 

and conditions of the Site Certificate.  5 
 6 

III.A. Organizational Expertise [OAR 345-022-0010] 7 
 8 

(1) To issue a site certificate, the Council must find that the applicant has the 9 

organizational expertise to construct, operate and retire the proposed facility in 10 

compliance with Council standards and conditions of the site certificate. To conclude 11 

that the applicant has this expertise, the Council must find that the applicant has 12 

demonstrated the ability to design, construct and operate the proposed facility in 13 

compliance with site certificate conditions and in a manner that protects public 14 

health and safety and has demonstrated the ability to restore the site to a useful, 15 

non-hazardous condition. The Council may consider the applicant's experience, the 16 

applicant's access to technical expertise and the applicant's past performance in 17 

constructing, operating and retiring other facilities, including, but not limited to, the 18 

number and severity of regulatory citations issued to the applicant.  19 

 20 

(2) The Council may base its findings under section (1) on a rebuttable presumption that 21 

an applicant has organizational, managerial and technical expertise, if the applicant 22 

has an ISO 9000 or ISO 14000 certified program and proposes to design, construct 23 

and operate the facility according to that program.  24 

 25 

(3) If the applicant does not itself obtain a state or local government permit or approval 26 

for which the Council would ordinarily determine compliance but instead relies on a 27 

permit or approval issued to a third party, the Council, to issue a site certificate, must 28 

find that the third party has, or has a reasonable likelihood of obtaining, the 29 

necessary permit or approval, and that the applicant has, or has a reasonable 30 

likelihood of entering into, a contractual or other arrangement with the third party 31 

for access to the resource or service secured by that permit or approval. 32 

 33 

(4) If the applicant relies on a permit or approval issued to a third party and the third 34 

party does not have the necessary permit or approval at the time the Council issues 35 

the site certificate, the Council may issue the site certificate subject to the condition 36 

that the certificate holder shall not commence construction or operation as 37 

appropriate until the third party has obtained the necessary permit or approval and 38 

the applicant has a contract or other arrangement for access to the resource or 39 

service secured by that permit or approval.  40 

 41 
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Findings of Fact 1 

Subsections (1) and (2) of the Council’s Organizational Expertise standard require that the 2 

certificate holder demonstrate its ability to design, construct, operate and retire the facility in 3 

compliance with Council standards and all site certificate conditions, in a manner that protects 4 

public health and safety, as well as its ability to restore the site to a useful, non-hazardous 5 

condition. Subsections (3) and (4) address third party permits; in Request for Amendment 5 to 6 

Transfer, new or different third party permits necessary for construction or operation were not 7 

identified. However, the section below includes an evaluation of the new owners’ ability to 8 

comply with conditions previously imposed related to securing permits, including third-party 9 

permits, necessary for facility construction and operation.  10 

 11 

The certificate holder, Summit Ridge Wind, LLC, is a project-specific limited liability corporation 12 

(LLC), originally incorporated on August 4, 2008 in the State of Oregon, and has historically 13 

relied upon the organizational expertise of its owner or family of owner companies (parent 14 

company) to satisfy the requirements of the standard.8 The new owner, Aypa Power LLC, is a 15 

portfolio company – an entity established for investment purposes - owned by Blackstone 16 

Energy Partners L.P. Blackstone Energy Partners is an energy-focused private equity 17 

fund/investment firm which is part of The Blackstone Group Inc. In Request for Amendment 5 18 

to Transfer, the certificate holder requests that Council consider the experience and past 19 

performance in constructing, operating and retiring other facilities of personnel employed with 20 

Aypa Power LLC, Aypa Power Canada LP - an affiliate (sister) company, and Blackstone Energy 21 

Partners (Blackstone) in determining compliance with the Council’s Organizational Expertise 22 

standard. Aypa Power LLC and Aypa Power Canada LP are both owned by Blackstone. 23 

 24 

Relevant Experience in Wind Facility Construction and Operation  25 

 26 

As described above, the certificate holder and new owner represent and rely on personnel 27 

experience, rather than specific experience of Aypa Power LLC or Blackstone to satisfy the 28 

standard. Council has historically evaluated experience of the certificate holder or certificate 29 

holder owner as an entity or organization, rather than individual personnel. The Council 30 

considers personnel experience relevant to the evaluation of whether the certificate holder and 31 

owner have the ability to identify and hire qualified individuals for the construction, operation 32 

and retirement of an energy facility. However, due to potential for staff turnover and 33 

subsequent lack of security in personnel retention, the Council relies on the experience of 34 

entity or parent company in combination with individual personnel experience in its evaluation 35 

of compliance with the standard.9 36 

 37 

 
8 SRWAMD5 Request for Amendment 5 Attachment 2 provides the original Articles of Incorporation and 2016 
amendment. 2020-09-14. 
9 SRWAMD5 Request for Amendment 5 describes the experience of several people, including, Aypa Power LLC 
Senior Vice President of Development, Scott Koziar. On September 23, 2020, certificate holder’s consultant, Tetra 
Tech, notified the Department that Scott Koziar was no longer employed with Aypa Power LLC. 
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The new owner is not represented as having specific experience in design, construction, 1 

operation and retirement of energy facilities. The new owner’s parent company, Blackstone, is 2 

represented as having more than 12 years of experience in utility scale wind development 3 

including commitment of over $2 billion of equity to global greenfield power; development of 4 

288 MWs of offshore wind power in Germany (Meerwind Project); and financing, constructing 5 

and commissioning of 252 MWs of onshore wind power in Latin America (Ventika Wind Farm).  6 

 7 

The certificate holder provides details of Blackstone’s experience in development of the 8 

Meerwind Project, a 288 MW offshore wind project (80 3.6 MW wind turbines) in the German 9 

Bite in the North Sea approximately 14 miles north of the island of Helgoland (Meerwind 10 

Project). For this project, Blackstone partnered with another entity, Windland 11 

Energieerzeugungs GmbH to establish a specific entity - WindMW GmbH - for project 12 

development. As a joint venture, WindMW GmbH developed the project from 2008 through 13 

2014, including an 18-month construction period from September 2012 through April 2014. The 14 

certificate holder describes that the project included significant engineering and construction 15 

challenges and environmental requirements that were successfully managed by WindMW 16 

GmbH. Construction was completed in April 2014; in 2016, Blackstone sold its interests in the 17 

project to another entity. 18 

 19 

The certificate holder also provides details of Blackstone’s experience in development of the 20 

Ventika Wind Farm, a 252 MW wind project (84 3 MW wind turbines) in the State of Nuevo 21 

Leon in Mexico. For this project, Blackstone became involved after development through 70 22 

percent ownership interest and with one of its subsidiaries, Fisterra Energy, completed 23 

development, long-term contracting, financing, construction, commissioning and early 24 

operation in April 2016. In December 2016, Blackstone sold its interests in the project to 25 

another entity.      26 

 27 

Personnel experience includes the experience of Mr. Steve Ostrowski. Mr. Ostrowski received a 28 

Bachelor of Science Degree in Business Management from Elmhurst University in Elmhurst, 29 

Illinois and has 25 year of relevant experience. He has been involved with the facility and site 30 

certificate since Council’s original 2011 approval. Mr. Ostrowski gained relevant experience in 31 

pre-construction management, construction management, accounting, and site inspection 32 

within Oregon, Washington, and Pennsylvania. As explained in the transfer request, his project 33 

experience in Oregon includes acquiring a 200-MW wind farm in Wasco County and managing 34 

construction contractors for the 100-MW Elkhorn Wind Project in La Grande. His experience in 35 

Washington includes project and budget management, and pre-construction and construction 36 

management for wind facilities ranging from 100 to 205 MW (Harvest Wind Project, White 37 

Creek Wind Project, and Wild Horse Wind Project). 38 

 39 

Mr. Ostrowski would lead the construction engineering team with Aypa Power LLC’s Chief 40 

Technology Officer Swaraj Jammalamadaka, who would provide engineering oversight and 41 

supervision. Mr. Jammalamadaka holds a Master of Science in Power and Control Systems from 42 

the Illinois Institute of Technology and a Bachelor of Engineering with Honors in Electrical and 43 
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Electronics Engineering from the Birla Institute of Technology and Science, Pilani, India. Mr. 1 

Jammalamadaka has over 12 years of experience in the power and utilities sector and has 2 

participated in the development, engineering, financing and construction of over 3,000 MW of 3 

energy projects. Mr. Jammalamadaka has worked on wind energy projects in Minnesota, South 4 

Dakota, Iowa, Michigan, Texas, Ohio, Virginia, Illinois, Oklahoma, Kansas, and Colorado.  5 

 6 

Aypa Power LLC’s Chief Development Officer Kim Oster is an executive leader with over 30 7 

years of experience in the power industry, including as Vice President of First Solar where she 8 

lead the development of a 550 MW solar facility in California, co-founder of Point Reyes Energy 9 

Partners, a solar and storage development and advisory company, and experience as the Chief 10 

Strategy Officer at Cypress Creek Renewables. Ms. Oster graduated from Williams College and 11 

received an MBA and a Master’s in Environmental Studies from Yale University. In addition, 12 

Aypa Power LLC’s Executive Vice President and Managing Director of Power Marketing. 13 

 14 

John Marchand has over 22 years in the energy industry and has helped construct 5,200 MW of 15 

wind energy projects which range across 23 states in the United States and Alberta, Ontario and 16 

New Brunswick, Canada. In Oregon specifically, Mr. Marchand was involved in two Portland 17 

General Electric solar projects and Horizon’s Rattlesnake Ridge project, in which he completed 18 

wind firming and a banking transaction between Portland General Electric and Horizon Wind 19 

(now EDP). Mr. Marchand is a graduate of Trinity College and holds an MBA from the Columbia 20 

Graduate School of Business 21 

 22 

The Council finds that reliance on the experience and expertise of the new owner’s parent 23 

company, Blackstone, is consistent with previous Council decisions for the facility and other 24 

facilities where the certificate holder and owner are project - or investment-specific LLCs. The 25 

Council finds that the professional experience of individuals currently employed at Aypa Power 26 

LLC in combination with Blackstone’s experience demonstrate an ability to design, construct 27 

and operate wind facilities. Council considers that previously imposed conditions are sufficient 28 

to ensure that the transfer of certificate holder ownership would not impact the certificate 29 

holder’s ability to comply, as referenced below.  30 

 31 

Condition 5.1: Before beginning construction, the certificate holder shall notify the 32 

Department of the identity and qualifications of the major design, engineering and 33 

construction contractor(s) for the facility. The certificate holder shall select contractors that 34 

have substantial experience in the design, engineering and construction of similar facilities. 35 

The certificate holder shall report to the Department any change of major contractors. [Final 36 

Order IV.B.2.1] 37 

 38 

Condition 5.2: The certificate holder shall contractually require all construction contractors 39 

and subcontractors involved in the construction of the facility to comply with all applicable 40 

laws and regulations and with the terms and conditions of the site certificate. Such 41 
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contractual provisions shall not operate to relieve the certificate holder of responsibility 1 

under the site certificate. [Final Order IV.B.2.2] 2 

 3 

Condition 6.1: The certificate holder shall: 4 

(a) Prior to construction, notify the Department of the identity, telephone number, e-mail 5 

address and qualifications of the full-time, on-site construction manager. Qualifications 6 

shall demonstrate that the construction manager has experience in managing permit 7 

and regulatory compliance requirements and is qualified to manage a wind facility 8 

construction project.  9 

(b) Prior to operation, notify the Department of the identity, telephone number, e-mail 10 

address and qualifications of the full-time, on-site operations manager. Qualifications 11 

shall demonstrate that the operations manager has experience in managing permit and 12 

regulatory compliance requirements and is qualified to manage operation of a wind 13 

facility.  14 

(c) Prior to facility retirement, notify the Department of the identity, telephone number, e-15 

mail address and qualifications of the personnel or entity responsible for facility 16 

decommissioning and restoration activities. Qualifications shall demonstrate that the 17 

identified personnel have experience in managing permit and regulatory compliance 18 

requirements and are qualified to decommission a wind facility. 19 

(d) The certificate holder shall notify the Department within 72-hours upon any change in 20 

personnel or contact information provided to satisfy Condition 6.1(a) through (c). 21 

[AMD3] 22 

 23 

Due to the certificate holder’s previous reliance on the organizational expertise of its parent 24 

company to satisfy the requirements of OAR 345-022-0010(1), Council previously imposed 25 

Condition 6.31 in the site certificate, requiring that the certificate holder notify the Department 26 

within 7 days of any change in the corporate structure of its parent company and of any 27 

changes in access to the resources of its parent company. This condition allows the Department 28 

the ability to review whether the changes result in, or are considered, a transfer of ownership 29 

necessitating a site certificate amendment under OAR 345-027-0400. Due to the new owner’s 30 

reliance on the organizational expertise of its personnel, affiliate and parent company, the 31 

Council finds that this condition would continue to apply and administratively amends 32 

Condition 6.31 to reflect the change in certificate holder ownership as follows: 33 

 34 

Condition 6.31, As Amended: During facility construction and operation, the certificate 35 

holder shall report to the Department, within 7 days, any change in the corporate structure 36 

of Aypa Power LLC, Aypa Power Canada LP or Blackstone Energy Partners Pattern 37 

Renewables 2 LP, Pattern Energy Group 2 LP (the sole limited partner), and Pattern Energy 38 

Group LP. The certificate holder shall report promptly to the Department any change in its 39 

access to the resources, expertise, and personnel of Aypa Power LLC, Aypa Power Canada LP 40 

or Blackstone Energy Partners Pattern Renewables 2 LP, Pattern Energy Group 2 LP (the sole 41 

limited partner), and Pattern Energy Group LP. [Final Order on Amendment 3AMD3; AMD5] 42 



Oregon Department of Energy  

 

Final Order on Request for Transfer of Summit Ridge Wind Farm Site Certificate Page 15 
December 2020 

Council previously found that compliance with Conditions 2.11, 2.12, 5.2, 5.4, 5.8, 5.10, 6.8, 1 

6.10, 6.11, 6.13, 6.14, 7.1 through 7.7, and 8.1 through 8.9 of the site certificate would ensure 2 

that the facility is designed, constructed, and operated in a manner that protects public health 3 

and safety, as referenced below. Previously imposed conditions are presented in Attachment 1 4 

(Amended Site Certificate) of this order.  5 

 6 

Condition 2.11: Any matter of non-compliance under the site certificate shall be the 7 

responsibility of the certificate holder. Any notice of violation issued under the site 8 

certificate shall be issued to the certificate holder. Any civil penalties assessed under the site 9 

certificate shall be levied on the certificate holder. 10 

[Final Order IV.B.2.5] 11 

 12 

Condition 2.12: Within 72 hours after discovery of conditions or circumstances that may 13 

violate the terms or conditions of the site certificate, the certificate holder shall report the 14 

conditions or circumstances to the Department. 15 

[Final Order IV.B.2.7] 16 

 17 

Condition 5.2: The certificate holder shall contractually require all construction contractors 18 

and subcontractors involved in the construction of the facility to comply with all applicable 19 

laws and regulations and with the terms and conditions of the site certificate. Such 20 

contractual provisions shall not operate to relieve the certificate holder of responsibility 21 

under the site certificate. 22 

[Final Order IV.B.2.2] 23 

 24 

Condition 5.4: Before beginning construction of wind turbines and meteorological towers, 25 

the certificate holder shall submit a Notice of Proposed Construction or Alteration to the 26 

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and the Oregon Department of Aviation identifying 27 

the proposed final locations of turbine towers and meteorological towers, and shall provide 28 

to the Department copies of a Determination of No Hazard for all turbine towers and 29 

meteorological towers or an equivalent determination to confirm that the structures 30 

comply with applicable FAA and Oregon Department of Aviation air hazard rules. The 31 

certificate holder shall promptly notify the Department of the responses from the FAA and 32 

Oregon Department of Aviation. 33 

[Amended Final Order on Amendment 1 IV.K.2.4] 34 

 35 

To evaluate whether transfer of the site certificate would impact the new owner’s ability to 36 

comply with Council standards and site certificate conditions, the Council evaluates whether 37 

the new owner has received any regulatory citations for its facilities and the outcome of such 38 

citations. In Request for Amendment 5 to Transfer, the certificate holder and new owner affirm 39 

that neither have received regulatory citations or complaints which resulted in enforcement 40 

action; however, because neither certificate holder or new owner currently own or operate any 41 

energy facilities the applicability of this particular criteria is limited.    42 

 43 
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ISO 9000 or ISO 14000 Certified Program 1 

 2 

OAR 345-022-0010(2) is not applicable because the certificate holder and new owner have not 3 

proposed to design, construct or operate the facility according to an ISO 9000 or ISO 14000 4 

certified program.  5 

 6 

Third-Party Permits  7 

 8 

OAR 345-022-0010(3) addresses the requirements for potential third-party permits. The 9 

certificate holder has not identified any third-party permits necessary for facility construction 10 

or operation.   11 

 12 

Council previously imposed Condition 4.6 requiring that the certificate holder and its 13 

contractors obtain all necessary federal, state and local permits, as referenced below.  14 

 15 

Condition 4.6: The certificate holder shall obtain all necessary federal, state, and local permits or 16 
approvals required for construction, operation, and retirement of the facility or ensure that its 17 
contractors obtain the necessary federal, state, and local permits or approvals.  18 

[Final Order IV.B.2.4] 19 

 20 

Based on compliance with existing certificate conditions, the Council finds that the existing 21 

certificate holder and new owner have the experience and qualifications necessary to design, 22 

construct, operate and retire the facility in a manner that complies with applicable 23 

requirements and protects public health and safety. Because the existing certificate holder and 24 

new owner would be subject to the same conditions and has certified that it would abide by all 25 

requirements of the site certificate, the Council finds that the new owner and certificate holder 26 

have the ability to design, construct, and operate the facility in a manner that protects public 27 

health and safety. 28 

 29 

Relevant Experience in Habitat Mitigation 30 

 31 

Under the standard, the Council evaluates the new owner’s experience with mitigation projects 32 

and the qualifications and experience of personnel upon whom new owner would rely on for 33 

implementation, to the extent that the identities of such persons are known at the time of 34 

transfer request, to determine whether the new owner can successfully complete mitigation 35 

necessary to satisfy site certificate requirements.  36 

 37 

The new owner would be required to obtain and secure a habitat mitigation area (HMA) to 38 

satisfy the Council’s Fish and Wildlife Habitat standard, as well as conduct associated habitat 39 

uplift and mitigation actions at the HMA. In Request for Amendment 5 to Transfer, the new 40 

owner explains that it does not have previous experience to demonstrate the expertise needed 41 

to successfully complete such mitigation. However, the new owner commits to hiring specialist 42 

consultants to support in preparation of the fish and wildlife habitat assessment and associated 43 
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documentation. These specialists include professionals from Tetra Tech, David Evans Associates 1 

and Northwest Wildlife Consultants, Inc. (NWC). To ensure successful implementation of the 2 

HMA and final Habitat Mitigation Plan, Council previously imposed Condition 10.4, as presented 3 

below, which specifies that prior to construction the certificate holder provide to the 4 

Department the qualifications of the specialists identified to implement and manage the HMA.   5 

 6 

Condition 10.4: Prior to construction, the certificate holder shall: 7 

(a) Select qualified specialists (wildlife biologist/botanist) that have substantial experience 8 

in creating, enhancing, maintaining, and protecting habitat mitigation areas within 9 

Oregon; 10 

(b) Notify the Department of the identity and qualifications of the personnel or contractors 11 

selected to implement and manage the habitat mitigation area; 12 

(c) Acquire the legal right to create, enhance, maintain and protect a habitat mitigation 13 

area, as long as the site certificate is in effect, by means of an outright purchase, 14 

conservation easement or similar conveyance;  15 

(d) Develop and submit a final Habitat Mitigation Plan (HMP) for approval by the 16 

Department in consultation with ODFW, based upon the draft amended HMP included 17 

as Attachment G of the Final Order on Amendment #2. The Council retains authority to 18 

approve, reject or modify the final HMP and any future amendments; and, 19 

(e) Improve the habitat quality, within the habitat mitigation area, as described in the final 20 

HMP and as amended from time to time. 21 

[Final Order on ASC] 22 

 23 

Based on compliance with the above-referenced condition, and the use of qualified biologists 24 

and management by the existing certificate holder, the Council finds that the new owner has 25 

the experience and qualifications necessary to satisfy the requirements under the standard for 26 

mitigation. 27 

 28 

Ability to Restore the Facility Site to a Useful, Non-hazardous Condition 29 

 30 

The new owners’ ability to retire the facility to a useful, non-hazardous condition is evaluated in 31 

Section III.B., Retirement and Financial Assurance of this order, in which the Council finds the 32 

new owner would comply with the Retirement and Financial Assurance standard.  33 

 34 

Conclusions of Law 35 

 36 

Based on the foregoing findings of fact, and based upon compliance with existing site certificate 37 

conditions, the Council finds that the transfer of ownership of the certificate owner from 38 

Pattern Renewables 2 LP to Aypa Power LLC continues to satisfy the requirements of the 39 

Council’s Organizational Expertise standard. 40 

 41 

 42 
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III.B. Retirement and Financial Assurance [OAR 345-022-0050] 1 

 2 

To issue a site certificate, the Council must find that:  3 

 4 

(1) The site, taking into account mitigation, can be restored adequately to a useful, non-5 

hazardous condition following permanent cessation of construction or operation of 6 

the facility.  7 

 8 

(2) The applicant has a reasonable likelihood of obtaining a bond or letter of credit in a 9 

form and amount satisfactory to the Council to restore the site to a useful, non-10 

hazardous condition.  11 

 12 

Findings of Fact 13 

The Retirement and Financial Assurance standard requires a finding that the facility site, taking 14 

into account mitigation, can be restored to a useful, non-hazardous condition at the end of the 15 

facility’s useful life, should either the new owner stop construction or should the facility cease 16 

to operate.10 In addition, it requires a demonstration that the new owner can obtain a bond or 17 

letter of credit to restore the site to a useful, non-hazardous condition. 18 

 19 

Restoration of the Site Following Cessation of Construction or Operation 20 

 21 

OAR 345-022-0050(1) requires the Council to find that the facility site can be restored to a 22 

useful non-hazardous condition at the end of the facility’s useful life. The facility is located 23 

entirely on exclusive farm use (EFU) zoned land in Wasco County, Oregon. Therefore, to satisfy 24 

this standard, the new owner must show that the site can be restored to a non-hazardous 25 

condition suitable for EFU-zoned lands. In the ASC, the facility’s useful life was represented as 26 

50 years. 27 

 28 

In Request for Amendment 5 to Transfer, there are no changes to the methods, tasks or actions 29 

previously evaluated by Council for facility decommissioning. Therefore, the initial discussion of 30 

facility decommissioning is provided for reference, based upon Council’s review and approval in 31 

the Final Order on the ASC (August 2011). Restoring the site to a useful, non-hazardous 32 

condition upon cessation of construction or operations (or upon retirement) would involve 33 

removal of all turbine components,11 meteorological towers, aboveground electrical 34 

components, transformers and other substation equipment. In the ASC, the certificate holder 35 

stated that O&M buildings would be demolished and disposed of at an appropriate facility, or 36 

converted to agricultural buildings for use by the landowners. As explained in ASC Exhibit W, 37 

concrete foundations would be removed to a minimum depth of three feet below grade. 38 

 
10 OAR 345-022-0050(1).  
11 As explained in ASC Exhibit W, hazardous materials associated with the proposed facility would largely be limited 

to oils in turbine gearboxes and transformers; these materials would be pumped out by a specialized vehicle for 
recycling prior to equipment removal. 
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Underground cables that are at least three feet below grade would be left in place. Gravel 1 

surfacing material would be removed, the impacted area would be decompacted as needed, 2 

the area regraded to appropriate contours and topsoil replaced, and the area would be 3 

revegetated unless the landowner indicates a desire to leave the new or expanded roads in 4 

place.12 5 

 6 

In the Final Order on the ASC (August 2011), the Council found that, pursuant to OAR 345-022-7 

0050(1), the current certificate holder could restore the site to a useful, non-hazardous 8 

condition.13 To ensure the certificate holder met its obligations, the Council adopted Conditions 9 

14.3 through 14.5 in the site certificate. These conditions require the certificate holder to 10 

prevent the development of any condition on-site that would preclude restoration of the site to 11 

a useful, non-hazardous condition (Condition 14.3) and require the certificate holder to submit 12 

a final retirement plan that describes the activities necessary to restore the site to a useful, 13 

non-hazardous condition for Council approval (Condition 14.4). Condition 14.5 requires that the 14 

certificate holder retire the facility according to the approved retirement plan.  15 

 16 

In the Final Order on the ASC (August 2011), the Council also found that, pursuant to OAR 345-17 

022-0050(2), the current certificate holder had a reasonable likelihood of obtaining a bond or 18 

letter of credit, in a form and amount satisfactory to the Council, to restore the site to a useful, 19 

non-hazardous condition. In the Final Order on Amendment 4, Council found that the initial 20 

value of the financial assurance bond or letter of credit for restoring the site was $12.019 21 

million (in 4th quarter 2018 dollars). To ensure the certificate holder met its obligations, the 22 

Council adopted Conditions 14.1 and 14.2 in the site certificate. Condition 14.1 requires the 23 

certificate holder to maintain a bond or letter of credit in the amount of $12.019 million, to be 24 

adjusted for inflation to the date of issuance and final design configuration, which ensures 25 

funds are available to the Council to restore the site if the certificate holder does not retire the 26 

facility as required by Conditions 14.4 and 14.5. Condition 14.2 requires that if the certificate 27 

holder elects to use a bond to meet the requirements of Condition 14.1, the certificate holder 28 

would ensure that the bond complies with all applicable rules and statutes.  29 

 30 

In Request for Amendment 5 to Transfer, the new owner provides a letter from RBC Royal Bank, 31 

a financial institution previously reviewed and approved by Council, which states that there is a 32 

reasonable likelihood that the bank would provide a Project Letter of Credit up to $12.019 33 

million to Aypa Canada, as an affiliate of Aypa Power LLC, should it be requested.14 Therefore, 34 

 
12 ASC, Exhibit W, p.2.  
13 Final Order on the Application at 88 
14 In comments on the record of the Request for Amendment to Transfer, Commenters expressed concern that the 
RBC Royal Bank letter was not sufficient as evidence that the new owner could obtain a bond or letter of credit in 
an amount satisfactory to Council because the letter did not acknowledge that the bond amount was in 4th Quarter 
2018 dollars, and therefore not sufficient to demonstrate an ability to provide a bond in an amount adjusted for 
inflation to current dollars, and that the letter did not agree or commit to using a form preapproved by Council. 
Council reviewed these comments at the December 18,2020 Council meeting and determined, based an above-
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the Council relies on the RBC Royal Bank letter of assurance and compliance with existing site 1 

certificate condition to conclude that the new owner has demonstrated a reasonable likelihood 2 

of obtaining a bond or letter of credit in the amount specified for restoration costs.  3 

 4 

Conclusions of Law 5 

 6 

Based on the foregoing findings of fact, and subject to the existing site certificate conditions, 7 

the Council finds that the new owner continues to comply with the Council’s Retirement and 8 

Financial Assurance standard. 9 
 10 

IV. GENERAL CONCLUSIONS  11 
 12 

The Council finds that the request to transfer ownership of the certificate holder owner from 13 

Pattern Renewables 2 LP to Aypa Power LLC is consistent with current Council rules and the 14 

terms and conditions of the site certificate. 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 
describing reasoning and analysis, that the bank letter, in conjunction with the existing site certificate condition 
and the certificate holder’s certification agreeing to abide by the terms and conditions of the site certificate, that 
the certificate holder and new owner demonstrated and ability to satisfy the standard. 
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V.��FINAL�ORDER1�

�2�

Based�on�the�above�findings�of�fact,�reasoning,�and�conclusions�of�law,�the�Council�approves�3�

Request�for�Amendment�5�to�Transfer�the�Summit�Ridge�Wind�Farm�Site�Certificate,�4�

transferring�ownership�of�the�certificate�holder�from�Pattern�Renewables�2�LP�to�Aypa�Power�5�

LLC.�The�Council�Chair�executes�the�Site�Certificate�amendment�in�the�form�of�the�“Fifth�6�

Amended�Site�Certificate�for�Summit�Ridge�Wind�Farm.”�7�

�
Issued�this�18th�day�of�December�2020�
�
The�OREGON�ENERGY�FACILITY�SITING�COUNCIL�
�
�
By:�� � � � � � � � �

Marcia�L.�Grail,�Chair�
Oregon�Energy�Facility�Siting�Council��

�
�

ATTACHMENTS�8�

Attachment�A:�Public�Notice�of�Request�for�Amendment�5�to�Transfer�9�

Attachment�B:�Fifth�Amended�Site�Certificate��10�

�11�
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PUBLIC NOTICE: Oregon Department of Energy, Summit Ridge Wind Farm Amend. 5, September 30, 2020 Page 1 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Summit Ridge Wind Farm 

Request for Comments on Request to Transfer Certificate Holder Ownership  
and Notice of Transfer Hearing  

Summary: 
Date Notice Issued: September 30, 2020 
 

Request: Amend site certificate to authorize 
transfer of certificate holder ownership  
 

Facility Location: Wasco County 
 

Anticipated Transfer Hearing:*  
Date:         November 20, 2020 
Time:         8:30 a.m. 
Location:  Energy Facility Siting Council Meeting 
           
*Transfer hearing details will be determined at 
least 20 days prior to the hearing date. Please visit 
the Department’s project webpage or signup to 
receive electronic notification of Council meeting 
agendas (see More Information section below) 
before October 30, 2020 to ensure you receive the 
transfer hearing date, time and location 
information 
 

Anticipated Deadline for Comments: November 20, 
2020 (9 a.m. or close of Transfer Hearing)  
 
Introduction: The Oregon Department of Energy 
(ODOE), staff to the Energy Facility Siting Council, 
received Request for Amendment 5 (RFA5) to 
transfer ownership of the Summit Ridge Wind 
Farm certificate holder from Pattern Renewables 2 
LP to Aypa Power LLC, a subsidiary of Blackstone 
Energy Partners. Summit Ridge Wind, LLC would 
remain as the certificate holder.  
 
Description of the Facility: Summit Ridge Wind 
Farm is a 194.4 megawatt (MW) wind energy 
generation facility, to be constructed in phases. 
The initial construction phase includes 
modifications to an existing access road, 
completed in August 2020. The remaining 
construction phases, including up to 72 wind 
turbines and related or supporting facilities, must 
be completed by August 2023. 
 
Facility Location: The Summit Ridge Wind Farm 
site boundary is located within Gilliam County, 17 
miles southeast of The Dalles and eight miles east 
of Dufur. A map of the facility site boundary is 

included in this notice. For detailed maps, please 
visit our online mapping tool at 
https://tinyurl.com/EFSCmap. 
 
Site Certificate Transfer Process: To approve a 
Request for Amendment to Transfer, EFSC must 
find that the proposed new certificate holder 
owner, Aypa Power LLC, complies with the 
Council’s Organizational Expertise (OAR 345-022-
0010) and Retirement and Financial Assurance 
(OAR 345-022-0050) standards. EFSC must also find 
that Aypa Power LLC is or will be lawfully entitled 
to possession or control of the site or facility prior 
to approval of the transfer.  
 
ODOE will provide recommended findings of facts 
regarding compliance with the above standards, 
including an evaluation of any comments received 
prior to the transfer hearing, in a staff report to 
Council at least 20 days prior to the transfer 
hearing. The staff report, to include a draft Final 
Order, will be available on the Council’s webpage 
and the Department’s project webpage.  
 
Prior to Council’s review of the draft Final Order, 
Council will hold a transfer hearing. The transfer 
hearing is not a contested case hearing. At the 
conclusion of the transfer hearing, the Council will 
review the draft Final Order and take action to 
either approve or deny the final order; and, will 
either issue or deny issuance of an amended site 
certificate.  
 
Transfer Hearing and Comment Period: A Transfer 
Hearing is anticipated to be held at 8:30 a.m. on 
Friday, November 20, 2020 during the Council’s 
regularly scheduled meeting but could occur at a 
later date; WebEx details and physical address, if 
in-person option is available, will be provided via 
the Department’s project webpage at least 20 days 
prior to the transfer hearing and will also be 
noticed via Council agenda.  
 
Written comments are due no later than the close 
of the Transfer Hearing. Department staff will be 

https://tinyurl.com/EFSCmap
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available to answer questions related to the EFSC 
transfer process and the facility. 
 
Written or oral comments may be submitted prior 
to the transfer hearing (anticipated to be 
November 20, 2020, 8:30 a.m.) by mail, e-mail, 
hand-delivery or fax. Please send comments to: 

 
Sarah Esterson, Senior Siting Analyst 
Oregon Department of Energy 
550 Capitol Street NE 
Salem, OR 97301 
E-mail: sarah.esterson@oregon.gov 
Phone: 503-385-6128  

 
Written or oral comments may also be provided at 
the transfer hearing. The Council will not accept 
comments on Request for Amendment to Transfer 
after the close of the record of the transfer 
hearing.  
 
Receipt of this Notice: Please note that you may 
be receiving this notice for multiple reasons: 

1. You own property within or adjacent to 
(within 500 feet) the property on which the 
facility is located. You will automatically 
receive all future notices on this facility.  

2. You have requested to receive paper 
notices on the Summit Ridge Wind Farm. If 
you wish to be removed from these mailing 
lists, please contact Sarah Esterson. 

3. You have previously signed up via 
GovDelivery/ClickDimensions or by 
contacting ODOE to receive notices related 
to the Summit Ridge Wind Farm or all EFSC 
project-related notices. You will 
automatically receive all future notices per 
your request, unless you unsubscribe via 
ClickDimensions or by contacting ODOE. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More Information 
Please contact Sarah Esterson, Senior Siting 
Analyst, at the listed e-mail address, phone 
number, or mailing address. More information 
about the facility and updates on the review 
process is available using any of the options below.  
 
1) ODOE’s webpage 

More details on Summit Ridge Farm including 
the Request for Amendment to Transfer are 
available online on at: 
https://www.oregon.gov/energy/facilities-
safety/facilities/Pages/SRW.aspx 

 
Additional resources to help you participate in 
the state siting process can be found at: 
http://www.oregon.gov/energy/facilities-
safety/facilities/pages/default.aspx  

 
2) Updates by e-mail 

Subscribe to ClickDimensions for e-mail 
updates on Summit Ridge Wind Farm, other 
energy facilities under EFSC jurisdiction, or 
Council meetings. ClickDimensions is an 
automated e-mail system that allows 
interested members of the public to manage 
subscriptions to information received about 
ODOE projects and events. For more 
information, please visit: 
https://tinyurl.com/ODOE-EFSC. 
 

3) In hardcopy 
Copies of Request for Amendment to Transfer 
are available for public inspection at: 
 
Oregon Department of Energy 
550 Capitol Street NE 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Please contact Sarah Esterson if you wish to 
arrange a time to inspect the request to 
transfer. 

 
Accessibility information: The Oregon Department 
of Energy is committed to accommodating people 
with disabilities. If you require any special physical 
or language accommodations, or need information 
in an alternate format, please contact Michiko 
Mata at 503-378-3895, toll-free in Oregon at 800-
221-8035, or email to michiko.mata@oregon.gov

mailto:sarah.esterson@oregon.gov
https://www.oregon.gov/energy/facilities-safety/facilities/Pages/SRW.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/energy/facilities-safety/facilities/Pages/SRW.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/energy/facilities-safety/facilities/pages/default.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/energy/facilities-safety/facilities/pages/default.aspx
https://tinyurl.com/ODOE-EFSC
mailto:michiko.mata@oregon.gov
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Figure 1: Summit Ridge Wind Farm – Regional Location/Facility Site Boundary 
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1.0. INT RODUCTION  1 
 2 
The Oregon Energy Facili ty Siting Council (Council ) issues this site certificate for the Summit 3 
Ridge Wind Farm (Summit Ridge or the facility) in the manner authorized under Oregon Revised 4 
Statute (ORS) Chapter 469. This site certificate is a binding agreement between the State of 5 
Oregon (State), acting through the Council , and Summit Ridge Wind, LLC (certificate holder), 6 
which is a wholly owned subsidiary of Aypa Power LLC (Aypa or owner), a subsidiary of 7 
Blackstone Energy Partners. The Council issues this site certificate authorizing the certificate 8 
holder to construct, operate, and retire the facil ity in Wasco County, subject to the conditions set 9 
forth herein. 10 
 11 
The findings of fact, reasoning, and conclusions of law underlying the terms and conditions of 12 
this site certificate are set forth in the Counc�L�O�¶s Final Order in the Matter of the Application for a 13 
Site Certificate for the Summit Ridge Wind Farm (Final Order on ASC) issued on August 19, 14 
2011, �W�K�H���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�¶�V��Amended Final Order in the Matter of the Request for Amendment #1 15 
(Amended Final Order on Amendment 1) issued on August 7, 2015, the Coun�F�L�O�¶�V��Final Order 16 
on the Request for Contested Case, Amendment #2 and Request for Transfer of the Site 17 
Certificate (Final Order on Amendment 2) �L�V�V�X�H�G���R�Q���1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U���������������������W�K�H���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�¶�V��Final 18 
Order on Request for Transfer (Final Order on Amendment 3) issued on December 15, 2017, 19 
�W�K�H���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�¶�V��Final Order on Request for Amendment 4 (Final Order on Amendment 4), the 20 
Council�¶s Final Order on Request for Amendment 5 (Final Order on Amendment 5) issued on 21 
December 18, 2020 and incorporated herein by this reference. In interpreting this site certificate, 22 
any ambiguity wil l be clarified by reference to and the record of the proceedings that led to the 23 
following, in order of priority: (1) this Amended Site Certificate, (2) Final Order on Amendment 24 
5; (3) Final Order on Amendment 4; (4) Final Order on Amendment 3, (5) the Final Order on 25 
Amendment 2, (6) the Amended Final Order on Amendment 1, and (7) the Final Order on ASC. 26 
 27 
This amended site certificate does not address, and is not binding with respect to, matters that 28 
were not addressed in the Counc�L�O�¶s Final Order on ASC, Amended Final Order on Amendment 29 
1, Final Order on Amendment 2, Final Order on Amendment 3, Final Order on Amendment 4, and 30 
Final Order on Amendment 5. Such matters include, but are not limited to: building code 31 
compliance; wage; hour; and other labor regulations; local government fees and charges; other 32 
design or operational issues that do not relate to siting the facili ty [ORS 469.401(4)]; and permits 33 
issued under statutes and rules for which the decision on compliance has been delegated by the 34 
federal government to a state agency other than the Council . ORS 469.503(3). 35 
 36 
The obligation of the certificate holder to report information to the Oregon Department of Energy 37 
(Department) or the Council under the conditions li sted in this amended site certificate is subject 38 
to the provisions of ORS 192.502 et seq. and ORS 469.560. To the extent permitted by law, the 39 
Department and the Council will not publicly disclose information that may be exempt from 40 
public disclosure if the certificate holder has clearly labeled such information and stated the basis 41 
for the exemption at the time of submitting the information to the Department or the Council . If 42 
the Council or the Department receives a request for the disclosure of the information, the 43 
Council or the Department, as appropriate, wil l make a reasonable attempt to notify the certificate 44 
holder and will refer the matter to the Attorney General for a determination of whether the 45 
exemption is applicable, pursuant to ORS 192.450. 46 
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